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Burmese ethnic group urge UN Chief to call Int'l Conference
Mizzima News (www.mizzima.com)

September 10, 2007 - The Ethnic Nationalities Council, an umbrella group of ethnic people in Burma,
today urged the UN Secretary General to initiate an international conference on Burma to resolve the
current political crisis in the impoverished Southeast Asian nation.

While welcoming the international community's public condemnation of Burma's ruling junta for the recent
violent crackdown on peaceful protesters, the ENC in a press statement today called for concrete action and
urged the UN Security Council to consider a fresh discussion on Burma.

The ENC, an alliance of ethnic political and armed organizations said, "Word alone, however, is not
enough. Action is needed," and urged the world body chief, to initiate an international conference with the
backing of the UNSC.

"We welcome the recent UN Security Council resolution on Darfur, but the situation in Burma is the same
as in Darfur, if not worse," ENC Chairman Saw Ba Thin said in the statement.

The group said, more than 3,000 villages in Eastern Burma have been destroyed recently, and millions of
Burmese have become internally displaced persons. Hundreds of thousands of refugees have been fleeing
to neighbouring countries, and more than 1,200 political prisoners are languishing in prisons across the
country.

The group also called on Burma's neighbouring countries, particularly China, India, Japan and the 10-
member Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to take the leading role in finding a political
solution through a 'negotiated-settlement’ in Burma.

"The recent protests and the turmoil in Burma only prove that an all inclusive international conference is
needed for Burma to find a political solution," said Dr. Lian H. Sakhong, general secretary of the ENC.

The Burmese junta has arrested at least 150 protesters including prominent student leader Min Ko Naing
and 14 other leaders of the 88 generation students group during the recent spate of protests that began on
August 19 over the sharp rise in fuel prices.

Sakhong added that the Burma agenda at the UNSC, despite earlier blockings by veto wielding Russia and
China, should be discussed once again. And with the backing the Security Council, the world body chief
Mr. Ban Ki-moon should initiate an international conference on Burma, if the international community is
genuinely interested in solving Burma's political crisis.

He also appeal that the US, EU and other pro-democracy groups needs to effectively persuade China and
Russia before reintroducing the Burma agenda at the UNSC.

http://www.mizzima.com/MizzimaNews/News/2007/Sep/38-Sep-2007.html




